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Executive Summary

PISA is a triennial survey of the knowledge and skills of 15-year-
olds. It is the product of collaboration between participating countries and
economies through the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), and draws on leading international expertise to
develop valid comparisons across countries and cultures. More than
400,000 students from 57 countries (of which 30 are OECD countries)
making up close to 90% of the world economy took part in PISA 2006.
The focus was on science but the assessment also included reading and
mathematics and collected data on student, family and institutional
factors that could help to explain differences in performance. Although
Jordan participated in several TIMSS studies, this was the first time to
participate in PISA. Two other Arab countries: Qatar and Tunisia' also
participated. This report summarizes the main findings.

Given that the majority of participating countries were OECD,
Jordan performed better than 10 countries in science and their
performance was similar to Turkey, Thailand and Romania. In reading
Jordan ranked 46 and was significantly better than 7 countries and was
similar to countries like Mexico and several eastern European countries.
In mathematics Jordan only outperformed 5 countries including the two
Arab countries and was close to Argentina and Indonesia.

Based on the performance levels as defined by PISA the quality of
performance in Jordan was poor. Almost 44 percent, 50 percent, and 66
percent of students were at or below the first proficiency level of science,
reading, and math performance scale, respectively, which are more than
twice the percentages in OECD countries. Also very few students reached
the upper three levels (2.5% in math, 6.2% in science and 20% in
reading). Although the achievement was low in Jordan in the
international context it was much better than in other Arab countries
(Qatar and Tunisia). For example, 80 percent or more of students in Qatar
and close to 60 percent of students in Tunisia were at or below the first
literacy levels.

Significant gender, regional, and authority differences in

performance were observed to the advantage of girls, urban and private.
Girls outperformed boys by 30 to 50 points on average in science and
reading. The number of girls in the most dangerous level of achievement
in reading was one third the number of boys at that that level and at the
same time, the number of girls at the best three levels were twice the

! Also participated in the 2000 PISA cycle



number of boys at that level. Students in urban areas on average
outperformed their peers in rural areas by close to 40 points. Students in
private schools outperformed students in public schools by an average of
80 points and major differences in the percentage of students were
observed at the highest achievement levels in favor of the private schools.

Discovery schools significantly outperformed non-discovery
schools in Amman by 30 to 40 points on average. At the same time much
less students in discovery schools were at the lowest level of achievement
and more students were at the upper levels.

Finally, this was an important experience for Jordan to participate in
this study that focused on problem solving skills and highlighted alarming
issues in the education system in this area. This was the first experience
for Jordan and we hope that the lessons learned will lead to improvement
for future participation in such unique study. We anticipate that Jordan
will succeed in this area similar to the experience in TIMSS international
study.
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