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Abstract

This study aims primarily at describing the actual status of the educational situation in the
region of the Badia Research and Development Project (First Stage). The targeted region which
extends from north to south lies in the eastern part of Jordan. The study seeks to collect and
provide data about schools in terms of number, characteristics, school ownership, classroom
structure and administration cadre. It further aims at providing data about teachers'
characteristics pertaining to qualificaitons, years of experience and duration of service in this
region. Moreover, the sought data about students address numbers and distribution by gender
and stage. Finally, students' performance was evaluated in three basic school subjects viz.,

Arabic, Science and Math.

Results of the study show that the region is completely devoid of any vocational schools /
centers. Almost all schools lack the necessary facilities such as labs, libraries, play-grounds,
multi-purpose halls, etc. Besides, not any of the schools has a complete administration
apparatus either such as assistant principal, secretary, librarian, labl technician and counselor.

The schools size in general is found to be small and multi-grade classes are common.

As far as students are concerened, overage and low percentage of enrollment are
noticed. Furthermore, students demonstrated poor performance in Arabic, Science and Math
compared with the performance of Mafraq Governorate students and that of students at the

national level.

Teachers are found to have very short experiences and in high need of in-service training.
Since most of the teachers come from other regions and thus, keep applying for transfer, a

situation of lack of settlement is always prevailing.

A set of recommendations are made. First, existing schools buildings could be
developed by adding more classrooms and providing the necessary facilities. Second, some
consolidated schools could be built to serve as many population aggregations as possible with
the provision of transportation. A vocational school and/or vocational training center is highly

needed. Finally, teachers have to be provided with lodgings and in-service training.
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