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A Survey Study of Teachers', School Principals' and
Parents' Perceptions of New Curricula and Textbooks

An Exceutive Summary

The MOE of Jordan Started in the year 2003 a comprehensive
educational project, known as ERfKE, with the purpose of transforming
its education system as to produce high quality graduates who can
effectively participate and compete in a competitive global knowledge-
based economy. Recognizing that high-quality school graduates cannot
be attained without transforming school programs and practices, ERfKE
has given high concern to designing and implementing a new school
curriculum. Thereupon, the Board of Education endorsed "the General
Framework for curriculum and Assessment" and in the year 2004 new
curricula for school subjects taught in basic and secondary education
were approved by the Board.

The new school curriculum as envisaged by ERfKE differs in its
goals, content, structure, and learning, teaching and assessment strategies
from the extant curriculum. In particular, the new school curriculum is
characterized as being: a) outcome-based; b) student-centered; c) results-
based; and d) multi-media-based. Students are thus expected to learn
knowledge, skills and attitudes essential to the global knowledge
economy through effectively engaging in motivating inquiry activities
that involve them in using ICT and other learning resources and tools.
Teachers are to focus their classroom instruction on significant learning
outcomes and to use relevant assessment tools to monitor and enhance
students' attainment of learning outcomes.

To implement the new school subjects' curricula, the MOE has set a
three-year plan (2005-2007) for writing school textbooks for all subjects
and all grades (1-12), and for training teachers on how to use the new
textbooks. Starting in September 2005, the new textbooks for grades 1, 4,
8 and 10 were introduced to schools. School textbooks for grades 2, 5, 9
and 11 were introduced in September 2006 and those for grades 3, 6, 7
and 12 will be introduced in September 2007.

In addition, the MOE, in cooperation with some international firms,
has developed and introduced a digitalized form of the content of some
school subjects, particularly mathematics.

The strategy used by the MOE in implementing the new subjects'
curricula seems to be constituted in: a) introducing new textbooks and
other relevant educational materials to schools; b) orienting teachers to

L



the new textbooks and providing them with preliminary training on how
to use the textbooks in their classroom teaching; and c) Follow-up of
teachers by school principals and districts' educational supervisors.

This implementation strategy tends to be more behavioral than
cognitive. The implementation of a new curriculum involves much more
than using a new educational material by teachers; it is a cultural and
cognitive process that directly confronts teachers' perceptions of and
beliefs about knowledge, teaching and learning. Teachers, when
implementing a new curriculum that embodies new assumptions and
conceptions, usually struggle to make sense of it on the basis of their
extant perceptions and cognitions.

Therefore, studying teachers' perceptions i.e. understandings is
deemed highly essential to securing a satisfactory implementation of any
new curriculum.

One another important factor that affects teachers' implementation of
a new curriculum 1is the social and cultural context in which teachers
work. Thus, teachers' perceptions of the new curriculum and their
motivation to implement it are significantly influenced by the school and
community contexts surrounding their work.

In the light of the above-mentioned, the present study was intended
to investigate teachers', school principals' and parents' perceptions of the
new subjects' curricula and textbooks. Teachers' perceptions that were
explored included their views of the distinctive characteristics of the new
curricula and textbooks as compared to those they replaced, positive and
negative aspects of the new textbooks, the contributions of the new
curricula and textbooks to preparing students to knowledge economy, the
difficulties they faced in implementing the new curricula and textbooks
and assessment of their readiness to implementing them, and kind of
support they received during implementation. School principals'
perceptions covered, in addition to the above-mentioned aspects, their
views of teachers' and school readiness to implementing new curricula
and textbooks, measures and procedures they used in monitoring
implementation, and students' and parents' attitudes towards new
curricula and textbooks.

Parents' perceptions were limited to their views of new textbooks in
comparison with the preceeding ones, negative aspects of the new
textbooks, and kind of help they offered to their children when learning
from the new textbooks.
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To achieve the purpose of the study, a sample of (117) schools,
stratified with respect to sex, location (urban/rural) and authority
(public/private/UNRWA), was selected. All principals of the selected
schools constituted the sample for school principals. The sample for
teachers consisted of (276) and was selected from those teachers in the
sample schools, who taught in the academic year 2005/2006 the new
textbooks for grades 1, 4, 8 and 10 and for the school subjects: Arabic
Language, Mathematics, Science and National and Social Studies. The
teachers' sample included (75) Arabic Language teachers, (79)
Mathematics teachers, (98) Science teachers, and (24) National and
Social Studies teachers. The sample for parents consisted of (2549)
parents and was selected from parents of children in the above-mentioned
grades in the sample schools.

Three instruments were used in data collection: two interview
schedules, one for teachers and the other for school principals, and a
questionnaire for parents. All the instruments were constructed in view of
the purpose and questions of the study and were content validated by a
panel of judges. Each of the two interview schedules included both
restricted and free response questions. All of the questionnaire questions
were of the restricted response kind. Data collection took place at the end
of the academic year 2005/2006 and lasted for three weeks.

Forty nine district supervisors were involved in conducting the
interviews and administering the parents' questionnaires. All of the
supervisors received appropriate training on the tactics of interviewing
before they began data collection. On the average, the interview with
every teacher and school principal in the sample took (30) minutes and
(45) consecutively.

Data collected were analyzed using the following procedure. For
restricted response questions, responses were tabulated using the
designated response categories and frequencies were calculated. For the
free response questions, a classification system was empirically built and
validated for every question; responses were then tabulated accordingly
and frequencies calculated.

Teachers' data were separately analyzed by the subject teachers taught
and then combined togather.

The analysis of data revealed the following major findings categorized as
below:



A. Teachers' perceptions

l.

Teachers seemed to have positive attitudes towards the new
curricula and textbooks. Nearly, all teachers saw the new curricula
and textbooks as different in some important respects from the
ones they replaced. However, teachers did not appear to agree on
the points of difference.

The only point of difference on which most teachers agreed was
the student-centeredness of the new curricula and textbooks. This
lack of agreement indicates that teachers, in general, have not yet
captured the distinctive features and orientations of the new
curricula and textbooks, though they were exposed to some initial
training pertinent to that. Teachers' disparate and fragmented
positions regarding positive and negative aspects of the new
textbooks seem to lend support to the above conclusion.

The majority of teachers confirmed that the new curricula and
textbooks were designed to help prepare students for participating
and competing in the knowledge-based economy. However,
teachers did not seem to agree on what aspects of the new curricula
and textbooks are related to the knowledge economy and how they
contribute to students' preparation. Teachers' most frequently
thought that learning computer skills, using knowledge in life, and
developing thinking skills are what prepare students for the
knowledge economy. There is rare mentioning of other essential
competencies such as communication, team work, taking initiative,
planning and creativity.

In general, teachers felt they needed to learn some skills to
effectively teach the new curricula and textbooks. Of those, the
most prominent were: using authentic assessment, using ICT
resources and tools, aligning instruction with learning outcomes
and assessment, developing/teaching thinking skills, and adapting
instruction to individual differences.

Most teachers met some difficulties in teaching the new textbooks;
of which, the most important were: lack of school resources, tools
and facilities, inclusion of many topics (textbook scope), use of
new instructional and assessment methods, and adapting
instruction to individual differences.

. When facing some difficulties in teaching the new textbooks,

teachers, most often, sought help from colleagues, district
supervisors, and websites. They rarely sought help from their
school principals.



B. School principals' perceptions

l.

School principals, like teachers, seemed to view the new curricula
and textbooks positively. However, they did not seem to agree on
the features that differentiate the new curricula and textbooks from
those they replaced.

School principals thought the new curricula and textbooks are
connected to the knowledge economy and to ERfKE. They
considered the emphasis of the new curricula and textbooks on use
if ICT in learning and on thinking skills a demonstrrating evidence
supporting their claim.

School principals confirmed that the new textbooks had some
positive features: however, they did not seem to converge on those
positive aspects.

School principals, in general, confirmed that teachers faced some
difficulties in teaching the new textbooks, of which the most
important were: the shortage of computer labs and use of the new
instructional and assessment methods.

. School principals, in general, saw that teachers needed to be

trained on some skills, in particular those related to using the new
instructional and assessment methods endorsed by the new
curricula and textbooks.

The majority of school principals confirmed that their school had
all or most the tools, resources and facilities needed for
implementing the new curricula and textbooks.

School principals, in general, confirmed they used some measures
and procedures to assist teachers in teaching the new textbooks.
However, those measures used were of the conventional kind.

C. Parents' perceptions

l.

2.

Most parents viewed positively the new textbooks and thought they
were better than those they replaced.

A significant proportion of parents, ranging from 15% to 43%.
complained of the new textbooks. The complaints included:
textbooks difficulty, their extensive information and unclarity of
presentation and their entailment of many activities, questions and
reports that require information tools and resources unavailable at
home.

. Most parents confirmed they helped their children in answering

textbooks' questions, explaining some ideas or activities, and use of
internet.



In view of the above-mentioned findings, the study
recommended that the MOE take needed measures to revise its
policy of implementation of the new curricula and textbooks as to
ensure: (a) the development of a deep, comprehensive and coherent
understanding of the orientations and characteristics of the new
curricula and textbooks among teachers, school principals, parents
and other concerned parties; (b) effective training of teachers on
the new instructional and assessment methods and continual
follow-up and monitoring of teachers' use of those skills; (c)
activating the role of school principals in monitoring teachers'
practices and leading change in their schools; (d) review of
textbooks to remove negative aspects as identified by teachers and
parents; and (e) Increasing schools' and educational districts'
interaction with parents and local communities as to guarantee their
effective participation in the implementation of the new curricula
and textbooks.
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