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Executive Summary

This study has been implemented with support from UNICEF and in coordination with
the Ministry of Education to monitor the development of early childhood at the national
level through periodic and repeated measurement of the level of readiness to learn for
children in the kingdom, in order to design and select the educational programs and
curricula to suit groups of children in rural and urban schools as well as the northern ,
center and south schools, and males and females schools , for the purpose of help equiping
them with skills, abilities and attitudes necessary to improve the level and quality of their

performance in subsequent academic years.

The Early Development Instrument: EDI -as a measure on a group level- which
was developed by Offerd center has been utilized in this study to measure the
readiness to learn of the first-grade children's in the Jordanian schools. The
preliminary instrument consists of (111) items divided into five developmental
dimensions:  physical health, social skills, emotional maturity, and cognitive

development and language, and communication skills and general knowledge.

Specifically, this study tried to answer the following questions:
1- What is the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children?
2- Does the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children differ
significantly at 0.05 level of significance according to gender?
3- Does the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children differ significantly
at 0.05 level of significance according to geographical regions?
4- Does the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children differ significantly
at 0.05 level of significance according to location (urban, rural)?
5- Does the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children differ significantly
at 0.05 level of significance according to kindergarten enrollment?
6- Does the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children differ significantly
at 0.05 level of significance according to the kindergarten type?
7- Does the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children differ significantly

at 0.05 level of significance according to family income?
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8- Does the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children differ significantly
at 0.05 level of significance according to father's education?

9- Does the level of school readiness of first grade Jordanian children differ significantly
at 0.05 level of significance according to mother's education?

10- Is there a significant correlation between school readiness of first grade Jordanian
children and family size?

11- What percentage of children who had shown " special skills" in the areas of reading,
writing, art, music, sports, and solving problems in a creative way?

12- What characteristics of children who have special problems, and what is the level of
readiness to learn for them. And are there a significant differences at a = 0.05 in the
level of readiness to learn between them and the children who do not have special

problems?

The population of the survey consisted of all Jordanian children enrolled in the first
basic grade during the scholastic year 2009/2010, and the sample size amounted to 4242
boys and girls were selected randomly from 200 schools from different schools in the
Kingdom. Gender (male, female), location (rural, urban), region (North, Central, South), and
kindergarten type (government, private), and the type of school were considered as

sample's strata.

Data was collected during the second semester of the academic year 2009/2010,
through teachers of the first basic grade schools who had been trained and giving them
guidance through group of supervisors who were frained in the National Center for Human
Resource Development. Encoded data was scored through McMaster University as well as
the five domains' scores of early childhood were calculated. According to this survey, the
child is not ready to learn if he gets the score less than or equal to percentile 10 on one or
more of the EDI's domains, cosecuantlly. The results showed that 73% of children have
ready to learn, as it furned out that 27% of children do not have ready at one or more of
the EDI domains (vulnerable), the results showed that the highest percentage of non-
ready to learn was on physical health, it reached 12.8%, followed by percentage on
emotional maturity (11.8%).Moreover, the results showed that the highest proportion of
children who are in the level of risk (at risk) for their readiness to learn was in the

physical health and communication skills and general knowledge domains by 18.4% for each.
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As well as, the results showed that the percentage of males who are not ready to learn
from first basic grade children enrolled in Jordan schools was 30.2% compared with a
percentage of 23.6% of females. The differences between the estimates 'means of
females and the estimates' means of male were statistically significant at a= 0.05 at all
EDI domains, the results showed that the proportion of children who do not have ready
to learn in the South reached 29.9% compared with 26.8% in the center and (26.5%) in
the north, and the results showed no statistically significant differences between the
estimates’ means of children of the North, center and south children at the five EDI
dimensions except the social skills domain which showed differences for the benefit of
South children. At the location level (rural, urban) results showed that the proportion of
children who are not ready to learn from the rural’s children was 29.3% compared with
25.2% of the urban's children, and the differences between the mean estimates of
urban's children and the mean estimates of rural's children were statistically significant
at a=0.05 except at physical health domain. With regard to kindergarten enrollment, the
results showed that 49.2% of children who were not enrolled in kindergarten do not have
ready to learn, compared with 22.3 % of children who entered kindergarten. Moreover,
the results showed a statistically significant differences between the estimates' means of
children enrolled kindergarten and estimates' means of the children who are not enrolled
kindergarten at all EDI's dimensions for the benefit of children enrolling kindergarten,
and the results showed that 27% of children who enrolled the governments' kindergartens
is not ready to learn, compared with 20.7% of children who were enrolled in private
kindergarten and the differences in estimates' means were statistically significant at a =
0.05 at all dimensions of the instrument except at emotional maturity domain for the
benefit of children who are enrolled in private kindergartens.

The results indicated that the level of readiness to learn increases with greater family
income, where the percentage of children who are not ready to learn from a group of
children who are descended from families earning less than 299 dinars (34.4%) compared
with 22% for children who come from families with income between (300-599) dinars and
15.6% for families whose income ranged between (600-899) dinars and 17.5% for families
earning more than 900 dinars, as does the results showed a statistically significant
differences at a = 0.05 between the estimates' means of children at all dimensions of the
instrument according to the level of income. As the results indicated that the level of

readiness for learning increases with greater level of father's education and mother's
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education, as the proportion of children who do not have ready to learn with father's
education level "illiterate" accounting for 58.5% and the percentage of children who are
not ready to learn with mother's education level "illliterate" was 58.7%, compared with
17% of the university father's education and 15.7% for the university mother's
education, as well as the results showed that the differences between the estimates'
means of children at all dimensions of the instrument by level of education were
statistically significant .

The correlation between family size and readiness to learn was negative and significant
at all dimensions of the instrument. With regard fo distinguish children, the results
showed that 15.3% of the children appeared to have distinguished characteristics in
reading& writing and / or arts, music and / or sports, and/or problem solving, results also
showed that children who have problems such as: audio or visual disabilities and/ or speech
problem and/or learning difficulties and/or emotional and behavioral difficulties have less

readiness level than other children.

Based on the above mentioned results, the study recommended expansion of the
establishment of public kindergartens and encourage the private sector to establish
private kindergartens as well as the expansion programs of early childhood, especially in
remote areas, and enhance family involvement in these programs .Attention to families
with low income should be focused and expanded. Remedial plans for children who have
special problems should be implemented, as well as school should be enabled to deal with
them and improve their psychological and cognitive abilities. Moreover efforts to equip
schools with the necessary educational services, especially technology to enhance the
capacity of the innovator children must be made .

In addition to that MoE should implement a comprehensive training program for
kindergartens teachers and supervisors .Moreover, a professional standard
should be developed and a follow-up system through the provision of national

indicators for all aspects of early childhood programs should be improved.
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