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Executive Summary




Jordan has been participating in the international studies for student assessment since
1995, those studies intends to help the participating countries to better understand its
own educational systems so as help policy makers to better define the real and actual
criteria for educational performance, this will allow them to monitor and evaluate the
successes as well as the failures of the educational systems. Trends in International
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) and Program for International Student
Assessment (PISA) are solid examples of the international studies.

The first participation for Jordan in PISA was in 2006 in addition to other (57)
countries. Jordan ranked (45) in science with a performance level (422), and (51) in
math with a performance level (384), and (46) in literacy with a performance (401).
PISA 2009 was considered the second time that Jordan participated n this program
with a sample of (210) schools selected randomly from the population. Educational
Authority, location, school and student sex, school type (discovery, non discovery)
were taken into consideration. The total number of the participated students was
(6489) of the age 15.

Sixty five countries including Jordan participated in PISA 2009 that focused on
literacy. Jordan ranked (51) in science with a performance level (415), and (56) in
math with a performance level (387), and (55) in literacy with a performance (405).
It’s clear that the performance levels of Jordanian students in math, science and
literacy are below the international average. In general, Jordanian students’
performance can be summarized as follows:

1. Females performed better than males on the main three domains of the
international test as well as all the literacy sub-domains.

2. Students in urban schools performed better than students in rural schools on
the main three domains of the international test as well as in the literacy
cognitive and content sub-domains.

3. In math, science and literacy, private schools performed better than MOE
schools, moreover, discovery schools performed better than the rest of MOE
schools on the three main domains.

4. Both males and females performance were stable in math, science and literacy
between 2006 and 2009.Moreover, no significant difference between the
students performance in urban and rural schools which indicates was stability
in performance.

5. In terms of performance differences between 2006 and 2009 according to
educational authority, no change in math although there are differences
between students. In science, both the private and UNERWA students’
performance decreased while the MOD performance increased. In literacy,
there was a good improvement on MOE students’ performance while the
private performance decreased in 2009 and the other authorities’ performance
remains stable.



In light of the above results, it’s recommended to:

1.

w

Conduct an analytical study for gender gap between males and females in the
international studies.

Get benefits from private education in math, science and literacy.

Pay more attention and care to schools in rural areas in various aspects.

Try to make a qualitative shift in the training programs by focusing on the
latest trends in teaching science, math and literacy.

Adopt a clear strategy for following up classrooms to ensure the instructional
process that takes place.

Review the educational polices pertaining students’ success and fails in the
basic education and propose remedial planes for low performance students in
different subjects.
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