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~ Executive Summary

This study has been implemented in coordination with the Ministry of
Education, and sponsored by the UNICEF. The aim of the study was to
monitor the development of early childhood at the national level through
periodic and repeated measurement of the level of readiness to learn for
children in the kingdom, that is in order to design and select the educational
programs and curricula to suit groups of male and female children in rural and
urban schools across the geographic regions to equip them with knowledge,
attitudes, and skills necessary to improve the level and quality of their

performance in subsequent academic years.
Specifically, this study tried to answer the following questions:

1. What is the level of readiness to learn of first grade children in Jordan?

2. Are there any statistically significant differences, at =0.05 level of
significance, in the level of readiness of first grade children in Jordan that can
be attributed to any of the study variables; gender(Male, Female), region
(North, Middle, South), location (urban, rural), kindergarten enroliment,
kindergarten type, family income, father's education, mother's education?

3. Are there a significant correlation with statistical significance at 0=0.05
between school readiness of first graders in Jordan and any of the following
variables: family size, kindergarten enrollment, parent’s education level, child
behaviors at home and child-parental care, and the economical and social level
of the child’s family?

4. What is the level of readiness to learn of first graders in Jordan, with special
reference to those with special concerns?

5. Are there any statistically significant differences, at o = 0.05 level of
significance, in the level of readiness to learn between children who have
special concerns and those who do not have?

6. Is there a change in readiness level for children in Jordan between 2010 and
2014 ? and In what domains?



7.

What are the factors associated with readiness to school for children in Jordan
in 2014?

Are there any impact for the program of raising the readiness for learning that
is implemented by the Ministry of Education in Jordan?

It is worthy to mention that this study is a replicate of the study that was
conducted in 2010 for the purpose of measuring the changes since 2010. In
order to answer the aforementioned research questions, a representative
random sample was selected from all educational directorates, with the total of
6019 children .The Early Development Instrument (EDI) was adapted for the
Jordanian context in 2008 and was employed in measuring children’s
readiness for school, as the instrument includes five domains, namely:
Physical well-being, Social Competency, Emotional Maturity, Language and
Cognitive Development, and Communication Skills & General knowledge .

Data was collected during February 2014 through teachers of the first basic
grades, then computed at the NCHRD, and the computed data were sent to
McMaster university/Canada, for scoring. The scores for the five domains
were calculated and the percentages of the vulnerable children were identified,
where the child considered vulnerable if he/she scored less than or equal to the
10™ percentile on one or more of the EDI's domains.

The results of the study revealed the followings

The percentage of children who were identified as ready to learn was (73%),
while (27%) of children were not ready in one or more of the EDI domains
(Vulnerable).

The highest percentage of non-readiness to learn was in the Communication
Skills & General Knowledge domain, with the percentage of (13.3), while the
second highest proportion of vulnerable children was in  Cognitive
Development and Language with the percentage of (11.2).

The highest proportion of children who are at risk in their readiness to learn
was in Communication Skills & General Knowledge and Language &
Cognitive domains with the percentage of (15.8) for each domain.

The mean score of the children readiness was the highest in Physical well-
being domain, where it reached 8.99 out of 10, followed by the mean score for

9



10-

11-

12-

13-

the Cognitive and Language Development domain, as the average reached
8.30 out of 10.

The differences between the mean scores for female and male children was
statistically significant at o= 0.05 in favor of females at all EDI five domains.
The differences between the mean scores of urban children and rural children
is statistically significant at a= 0.05 in favor of urban school children at all
EDI domains.

The differences between the mean scores for the children who were enrolled in
KG and those who were not enrolled is statistically significant at a= 0.05 in
favor of the children who enrolled in KG at all EDI five domains.

The ratio of enrollment in Kindergarten was slightly higher in the urban than it
Is in the rural areas, with the percentage of (81.5) and (80.1) respectively. In
addition, findings showed that the ratio of enrollment increased with the
increment of the family income.

ANOVA analysis showed statistically significant differences, at o= 0.05
among mean scores of the children readiness-to-learn, by region (North,
Middle, and South) at the domains of; Physical well-being and Emotional
Maturity.

The percentage of Jordanian children who were not ready to learn
(Vulnerable) on at least one of the five domains of the EDI instrument reached
(26.8) compared to (26.4%) for non-Jordanians children. However, it appeared
that the mean scores of Jordanian children at all the EDI domains do not differ
from score of their counterparts the non-Jordanians children.

The proportion of children, with special concern, who are not ready to
learn(Vulnerable) in at least one of the EDI instrument’s domains was higher
than the proportion of children who are without special concern with the
percentage of (38.2) and (23.7) respectively.

The percentage of male children who were classified as Vulnerable in at least
one of EDI domain was 32.4% (which means that 67.6% of male children
were ready to learn). Whereas the percentage of female children who were
classified as vulnerable on at least one EDI domain was 21.6% (which means
that 78.4% of female children were ready to learn).

The mean scores of children readiness according to the sub-domains;
"physical readiness for the school’s day”, "readiness to explore new things”,
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"readiness to help and the positive social behavior,” and "advanced knowledge
in reading and writing,"” were less than their scores on the rest sub-domains.
For more details see the entire report.

There were a positive impact with statistical significance in favor of the
program of raising the readiness for learning that is implemented by the
Ministry of Education in Jordan.

There were positive correlation between the children readiness to learn and
their gender, in favor of the female. Whereas, the were negative correlation
with statistical significance that can be attributed to the family size, where the
children’s readiness increased with the decrement of the family size.

There were positive correlation between the children readiness to learn and the
variable of enrolment on the kindergarten, where this relation is statistically
significant. On other hand, the were positive correlation with variable of
parents’ education level.

There were positive correlation between the children readiness to learn and the
variable of children behaviors at home and child-parental care. On the other
hand, the were positive correlation, and with statistical significant, with the
SES variable.

It appeared that there were a variance in the change and it trends, between
2010 and 2014, among all education directorates, and sometimes within the
schools of the same directorate. For instance, there were positive change in
Aljame’ah District Directorate at all the EDI’s domains, whereas, there were
negative change in Al-Ramtha education directorate at three domains, namely:
Physical ~well-being, Cognitive and Language Development and,
Communication Skills & General knowledge.

Although there were positive changes at least in one domain of the EDI’s five
domains in most of the education directorates, nevertheless, some backwards
have been recognized in some directorates in some domains, and these
directorates were; Algwaismeh, Rusaifah, Southern Shounah, Madaba,
Mafrag, Ramtha, Irbed, and Northern Ghour.
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Based on the above mentioned findings, the study conclude with following

recommendations:

Special interest should be given for the domain of communication skills and
general knowledge, where there is a large proportion of children do not have
enough ability to listen, and to communicate own needs in a way
understandable to adults and peers. In addition, children lack the ability to
understand, on first try, what is being said to them. Furthermore,
communication skills and general knowledge are in the core of the interest of
the educational system; as is these skills are among the main skills of
knowledge economy that educational reform programs keen to provide
children with.

Further investigative studies needs to be conducted to identify the reasons
behind the gap in readiness to learn between males and females, and to
investigate the reasons behind the increased interest in the domains of
emotional maturity. Meanwhile, it can be recommended that the curriculum of
the first grade should focus on those two domains to overcome the problems
that both sexes encountering, in the field of communication and general
knowledge, and might help male to be on the right track in the field of
emotional maturity.

Despite the high scores of children at the domain of physical well-being, but
the results showed the existence of differences related to this domain among
the children of the southern and middle regions in Jordan, in favor of the
middle region’s children. It appears that the children of the Southern region
are too tired and hungry, and thus in proficient at holding pen, crayons or
brush. Bearing that in mind, Ministry of Education is required to implement
the interventions associated with this domain for the benefit of the children of
the southern region, that is in order to reduce the gap between them and their
counterparts in the Middle and North regions.

More focus should be paid to programs of the Ministry of Education related to
the early childhood component, in particular to the children of the rural areas,
especially in the domains of language and cognitive development, and social
skills in which the performance difference to them is higher than other
domains.

The Ministry of Education is required to continue expansion of a public
kindergartens and encourage the private sector to establish more kindergarten
with a reasonable costs to be accessible to the largest possible number of
children. Bearing in mind that there are differences between the scores of
children of the private kindergarten compared to scores of children enrolled in
public kindergarten , in favor of the private sector’s kindergarten.
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The Ministry of Education is required to continue the implementation of the
program of raising children’s readiness to learn, and review it from time to
another to guarantee its impact in the domain of social skills and emotional
maturity.

The Ministry of Education is required to continue providing educational
services to all children in Jordan to ensure equality among them regardless of
their nationality.

The Ministry of Education is required to design awareness and training
programs for children caregivers to focus on the EDI’s sub-domains, in which
the children scores were small. Namely, the sub-domains of; “physical
readiness for school day" within the domain of physical well-being; the
children "willingness to explore new things" within the domain of social
skills; children "hyperactivity and neglect” within the domain of emotional
maturity.

Ministry of Education is required to learn from the successes achieved by
some education directorates in some of the EDI’s domains. For instant; firstly,
the success achieved in Sahab education directorate within the domain of
physical well-being; secondly in the education Directorates of South Badia,
Ain Al-Basha and Sahab, success achieved within the domain of emotional
maturity; and thirdly, in Ain Albasha education directorate, success achieved
within the domain of language and general knowledge development.

10- It is expected that there are several children-relevant home-based skills and

the parental care practices that may contribute and help increasing the chance
of children success. In particular; computer and internet use at home; playing
the cubes’ game; providing children with opportunity to help their parents in
the performance of some home duties; the mother or father reading of the
child story; parents possibility of playing with their children (at home & the
kindergartens); raising the parents’ awareness especially those with children of
slow learning and of low-income.
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