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Jordanian National Report of PIRLS2021 Study

Executive Summary

A sample of fourth-grade students in Jordan selected from schools of the Ministry of Education, Ministry of
Defense, Private sector, UNRWA schools and Syrian refugee’s schools, participated in the international
study of Progress in International Reading literacy Study which was held in 2021, the number of

participants was (57) countries & (8) Benchmarking participants.

The participating Arab countries were: Jordan, Egypt, Morocco, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman and the
UAE. Among the other Arab educational systems that participated in the study were the Emirate of Dubai

and the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.

The reading literacy questions included a variety of questions that covered, according to the purpose of
reading, the Literary domain and the informational domain, with a percentage of 50% for each of them, and
in terms of the process, they covered the Retrieving domain and critical thinking domain, with a percentage

of 50% for each. The total number of questions is 296 items.

The average overall performance in Reading literacy for Jordanian students was (381), compared to the
international average (503), the average of the first country (587), which is Singapore, and the last country
(288), South Africa. This means that the average performance of Jordanian students is (122) less than the
international average, and this decrease is statistically significant (0t = 0.05). The Jordanian average was
higher than the Egyptian average by (3) points, and (9) points higher than the Moroccan average, and (93)
points higher than the average of South African students. This increase was statistically significant at (& =
0.05), while the two increases The other two (3,9) are not statistically significant at (0t = 0.05). Jordan has
achieved rank (54) among (57) participating countries, and at the Arab level our rank was (6) out of (8).
The average performance of Jordanian students is lower than the Arab average (429) by (48) points, this

difference is statistically significant at (0t = 0.05).

the performance averages on the two purposes of the test content, they were as follows: literature (378),
information (384), and this indicates that the information field is easier for our students than the literature
field. the two domains of comprehension processes, retrieval (381) was easier than the domain of critical

thinking (379).



These results reflect a clear weakness of our students in their possession of literacy skills compared to their
counterparts in other countries participating in the study. The negative impact of the Corona pandemic on

our students may be much more than their counterparts in most of the countries participating in the study.

The results of the study also showed that females are superior to males. Private sector students outperform

public sector students, and urban students outperform rural students.

In sum, public education schools are encouraged to benefit from the private school and its expertise in

developing the level of education for its students to reach the level of the private school.

There seems to be an urgent need to pay attention to the male school, as well as the rural school, to improve
the performance of its students, and to achieve the equity between males and females, and between rural

and urban students.
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